
 

 

City Manager’s Report 

Information and Updates for the Mayor and City Council 

December 6, 2024 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

MEETING/EVENT DATE TIME LOCATION 

Local Contract Review 

Board 

December 11 1 p.m. Council Chambers / 

Virtual 

Council Meeting December 18 3:45 p.m. Audit Committee 

5 p.m. Work Session 

7 p.m. Regular Meeting 

Council Chambers / 

Virtual 

Council Meeting January 8 7 p.m. Regular Meeting - Not a 

regular business meeting 

Council Chambers / 

Virtual 

VIEW THE FULL COUNCIL SCHEDULE 

 

PUBLIC AGENCY AND COMMUNITY PARTNER UPDATES 

League of Oregon Cities Bulletin 

Read the most recent LOC Bulletin here. Of note, 

• LOC and PSU Hosting Webinar on Population Estimate Process: On November 15, Portland 

State University's Population Research Center (PRC) released 2024 preliminary population 

estimates, which are subject to revision before certification on December 15. The LOC and PSU 

are hosting a webinar this Monday, December 9 at noon via Zoom to demystify the 

methodology and process behind the scenes that generate those estimates. Come learn and 

provide feedback about data sources PSU may want to consider in the future. Access the Zoom 

webinar on this page. 

https://www.bendoregon.gov/home/showdocument?id=61635&t=638690900357408974
https://www.bendoregon.gov/home/showdocument?id=61635&t=638690900357408974
https://mailchi.mp/0d7511f0a13b/loc-bulletin-5228635?e=1c27549e4a
https://www.orcities.org/resources/communications/bulletin/psu-research-center-populations-webinar
https://www.orcities.org/resources/communications/bulletin/psu-research-center-populations-webinar


 

• LOC DEIA Committee Applications: The League of Oregon Cities is currently seeking 

applications for vacant positions on its Diversity, Equity, Inclusion & Accessibility (DEIA) 

Committee. Serving on this committee provides a unique opportunity to advise the LOC Board 

of Directors and Executive Director on matters related to diversity, equity, inclusion, and 

accessibility, helping to shape policies and initiatives that ensure the organization is welcoming 

and enriching for all. Current and past elected or appointed city officials to submit statements 

of interest by January 10. More detailed information about the committee, vacant positions, 

and the application process can be found here. 

• Governor Releases Recommended Biennial Budget for FY 25-27: This week, Governor Kotek 

released her recommended budget, and the top three priorities appear to be 

housing/homelessness, behavior health and education funding. After the recent revenue 

forecast, the GRB anticipates $39.4 billion of resources coming in via taxes and carry forward 

and has proposed a budget for $39.3 billion. More information can be found here.  

 

Central Oregon Cities Organization Legislative Summit & Holiday Luncheon 

This event will take place on Monday, December 16 from 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at Redmond City Hall. 

There will be a commissioner present from each of the four counties.  You can view the invitation here, 

and if you are interested in attending, please rsvp to lmorgan@cityofprineville.com by December 8. 

 

Potential Affordable Housing Developments for 2025-2028 

Oregon Housing and Community Development recently released a report on the State of the State’s 

Housing. This report illustrates the housing production need driving actions and conversations from 

Oregon’s legislature and the Governor. The draft methodology for an Oregon Housing Needs 

Analysis (OHNA) from the Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) provides an 

analysis for Central Oregon on page 34 and recommends housing production for Bend on page 52 of 

the pdf. 

In 2025, the City anticipates Bend Atwood Apartments will seek an SDC waiver from BPRD for 98 units. 

The state funded this development on September 6th (see HCS Meeting Packet). 

It is expected Bend-Redmond Habitat for Humanity and Thistle and Nest will seek SDC waivers from 

BPRD for 8 units on Bear Creek Avenue and 18 units on NE Franklin Avenue (see Bend Bulletin article). 

These affordable housing developers plan to break ground in 2026 on these units and my seek waivers 

in 2025. 

https://www.orcities.org/resources/communications/bulletin/apply-now-serve-locs-deia-committee
https://www.orcities.org/resources/communications/bulletin/state-leaders-hear-december-revenue-forecast
https://www.orcities.org/resources/communications/bulletin/state-leaders-hear-december-revenue-forecast
https://www.orcities.org/resources/communications/bulletin/governor-biennial-budget-fy-25-27
mailto:lmorgan@cityofprineville.com
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oregon.gov%2Fohcs%2Fabout-us%2FDocuments%2Fstate-of-the-states-housing.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cmdriggs%40bendoregon.gov%7Cb185403b2d564e84aa4b08dd0dd96c89%7C1c15334815ef4708aebf1e25e57dc400%7C0%7C0%7C638681950185933580%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z%2B4Ze1UMAtFdJ6Waxwq8N4CWuz1ye91eCFkccmeLyWo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oregon.gov%2Fohcs%2Fabout-us%2FDocuments%2Fstate-of-the-states-housing.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cmdriggs%40bendoregon.gov%7Cb185403b2d564e84aa4b08dd0dd96c89%7C1c15334815ef4708aebf1e25e57dc400%7C0%7C0%7C638681950185933580%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z%2B4Ze1UMAtFdJ6Waxwq8N4CWuz1ye91eCFkccmeLyWo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bendoregon.gov/home/showdocument?id=61637&t=638690900799445577
https://www.bendoregon.gov/home/showdocument?id=61639&t=638690901373897722
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbendredmondhabitat.org%2Fbear-creek-village%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmdriggs%40bendoregon.gov%7Cb185403b2d564e84aa4b08dd0dd96c89%7C1c15334815ef4708aebf1e25e57dc400%7C0%7C0%7C638681950185968248%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Sj08f9bFinmaKJIbU3U%2FT6LVoIOL6THoFR6Dkbi6U40%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bendoregon.gov/home/showdocument?id=61641&t=638690901822734972


 

For 2026, the City expects Haden Homes will apply for an SDC waiver from BPRD for 22 units in their 

Obsidian Heights development (City previously awarded funds and property is deed restricted) on 

Woodside Court. 

After 2026, we expect the properties Bend La Pine Schools offered for affordable housing development 

will seek SDC waivers. Bend La Pine Schools entered into an agreement with Bend-Redmond Habitat 

for 18 homes at Stone Creek Commons. The school district just finished its recent property disposition, 

and I expect an announcement on that affordable housing development after the holidays (See RFP 

Real Property Disposition and Development PCMS). 

We are aware of a potential affordable housing developments that could apply for SDC waivers after 

2026 (or sooner). The Lamont at Easton requested funding from the state for 204 affordable 

apartments and ambitiously anticipates completion in 2027. Thistle and Nest also expects to develop 

57 more affordable homeownership opportunities in 2027, should state funding be available. 

In total, the City sees potential for 425 affordable housing units between now and 2028. That would 

only be 22% of the needed affordable housing according to the housing production recommendations 

on page 52 of the draft methodology. 

 

TDS Rate Change Notice 

TDS has notified franchise authorities of a rate increase for TDS cables services effective January 1: 

2024 
Rate 

Description 
Increase 
Amount 

2025 
Rate 

$19.54 Broadcast Retransmission Fee $2.00 $21.54 
$7.00 Regional Sports Fee $3.00 $10.00 
$15.00 HBO $0.99 $15.99 
$4.99 DVR Service Fee $5.00 $9.99 
$7.00 Bronze Sports $3.00 $10.00 
$7.00 Bronze Variety $3.00 $10.00 
$11.50 Bronze Sports & Movies $3.50 $15.00 
$15.00 Bronze Sports, Movies & Variety $3.00 $18.00 
$11.50 Bronze Sports & Variety $3.50 $15.00 
$7.00 Bronze Movies $3.00 $10.00 
$11.50 Bronze Movies & Variety $3.50 $15.00 
$9.99 Starz (Legacy Only) $2.01 $12.00 

 

https://www.bendoregon.gov/home/showdocument?id=61643&t=638690902086668893
https://www.bendoregon.gov/home/showdocument?id=61643&t=638690902086668893
https://www.bendoregon.gov/home/showdocument?id=61645&t=638690902382448369
https://www.bendoregon.gov/home/showdocument?id=61637&t=638690900799445577


 

DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

Communications & Engagement Report 

• Community Survey  
o This week, our partner DHM, started a community-wide survey to gain insights from 

community members to help set Council Goals. 
o We are speaking with 400 community members and then we are providing an opt-in survey 

to all community members to provide input. 
o We will have a presentation to Council on January 22. 

• City of Bend Website: CEDD  
o As you know, we are working on updating department pages on our website in preparation 

for a new design and a new Content Management System. We have just completed our first 
department, CEDD. 

o We heard from stakeholders that the current pages are complicated to understand and 
navigate for community members who are not deeply knowledgeable of City processes and 
terms. 

o The goal is for the website to be user-friendly, transactional, and accessible for all our 
community members as soon as possible. 

• For CEDD, we have:  
o Improved to the visual hierarchy and division of information  
o Clearly defined links and buttons  
o Updated images and icons  
o Updated content to include 
o Use terms that are both relatable and easy to understand  
o Removed duplicate and outdated information  
o Condensed and revised information for clarity  
o The navigation has been rebuilt to guide community members to the information they’re 

looking for in a logical, step-by-step process.  
o Over the next year, the project team will be working with each department for feedback 

and input on their web pages. EIPD is the next phase. 
• Project/Road Closures 

o We will have Portland open to traffic on December 6-8 to accommodate traffic resulting 
from the Holiday Parade road closures. 

 

Grant Update 

The City of Bend submitted a grant pre-application to the Oregon Department of Emergency 
Management (OEM) for the FY2024 Hazard Mitigation Grant Program Post Fire to support the 
installation of a battery back up to maintain essential services at the new Public Works campus in the 
event of a power outage event. The grant will allow the City to purchase and install a battery, that will 
be powered by a solar array, to ensure essential services are maintained during a weather emergency. 
The City has requested $1,050,000, and will learn soon if the proposed project will be considered by 



 

the State and FEMA. Please reach out to Chris Ogren (Cogren@bendoregon.gov) if you have any 
questions, comments, or concerns. 

 

Engineering Department in the Community  

The Engineering Department staff recently had the opportunity to help our neighbors at a Family 

Kitchen dinner. Family Kitchen provides nutritious meals to anyone in need in a safe and caring 

environment. Volunteers helped serve dinner, pack to-go boxes, and clean up. Thank you to the 

Engineering team! 

 

VIEW PREVIOUS CITY MANAGER’S REPORTS 

 

Accommodation Information for People with Disabilities 
To obtain this information in an alternate format such as Braille, large print, electronic 
formats, etc., please contact Michelle Driggs at mdriggs@bendoregon.gov or 541-678-
6596. Relay Users Dial 7-1-1. 
 

mailto:Cogren@bendoregon.gov
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.familykitchen.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmdriggs%40bendoregon.gov%7Cd0616d937486408b53aa08dd0d91d979%7C1c15334815ef4708aebf1e25e57dc400%7C0%7C0%7C638681645818091811%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CAxKQLsJlbTJlP1r6fTsx4VmvWRMRGQrA62O9s8P%2Bx8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.familykitchen.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmdriggs%40bendoregon.gov%7Cd0616d937486408b53aa08dd0d91d979%7C1c15334815ef4708aebf1e25e57dc400%7C0%7C0%7C638681645818091811%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CAxKQLsJlbTJlP1r6fTsx4VmvWRMRGQrA62O9s8P%2Bx8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bendoregon.gov/government/departments/city-manager-s-office/city-manager-reports-to-council
mailto:mdriggs@bendoregon.gov

